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ANNOUNCER: Unele Sam’s Ferest Rangers! 

MUSIC : THEME 

ANNOUNCER: This is National Fire Preventien Week. In setting aside 
this week for ali /mericans te give special attentien to 
proventing fire losses, President Roosevelt stated that 
since Pearl Harbor, the destruction by fire in this 
country has been as great as the demage eaused:'by eneny 

| bembs in England during the first two years ef the WAT 

It certainly depends wpen each ene of us therefore to 
help beat down and keep down this terrible enemy within 
our porders - Fire « that brings ruin wherever it lays 
ite heavy hand, in cur homens im eur dry fields, on our 
range lands, or in our green forests. And may this 
Natienal Fire Prevention Week also mark the beginning 
of a much greater peried ef time when all ef us will 
continue, * every week in the year, to de our rightful 
shere in preventing fives. .Now to the Pine Cene National 
Forest where we find Renger Jim Robbins and his assistant, 
Jerry Quick, riding aleng a forest road in the pick-up 
truck. You'll notice Jerry's moei seems to match the 
fainy weather, as we join the two men. Nere they are: 


FADE IN SOUND OF MOTOR, SUSTAIN 


JERRY : Deggone it any way! : 
JIM: All right, érry, out with it! What's eating you now? : 
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Aw, this whole business, Jim. Shueks, we've been praying 
for rain all this month to put an end to our fire season 
here on the Pine Gone. And whet happens when the rain 
finslily comes? Stili more fire business.. 

Well, I reckon dttting in on a fire case before the Justice 


‘ef the Peace won't be exactly like beating your heart 


out against a bad fire inthe timber, Jerry. And I guess 


our fire business teday is just as impertant as fighting 2 


‘fire in the woods. too. 


Yeah, I s'nose &a, 
IZ? we don't enforee the law, Jerry, we're apt to have ail 
the more fires to put out next year. 


Oh, the fire prevention angie, huh? 


‘That's right. And get this son. Qur fire business isn't 
ever with when the rain wets the woods dom. Fire's 


on all-year round preposition, Jerry; we've gotta realize 
that 4f we're ever going to liek the old devil. 

All right. Jim, all right.. 

(STRONG) And furthermore, we may be through for the time 
being here on the Pine Gene so far as actual fire-fighting 
gees, but. get this..in the South, and in seme of the 
Eastern States and the Leke States, our fellew-feresters are 
just beginning te fight ‘em. We take up trying to prevent 
next year's fires here where they left of f trying to prevent 
this year's in their neck of the weeds. Get it? It's a 


year-round proposition, see? 
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JERRY : 


JERRY ¢ 


Okay. Okey. I'm grinning. See? (PUTTING ON) I'm 

hapry because today it's only a fire case at the J.P s 
and not a fire. 

(CHUCKLING) Skip it, Jerry. I guess yeu got we all worked 
up on the subject. Anyhew, this Isdy J.P... 

Huh? What's thet? A lady Justice of the Peace? We gotta 
take this case up with a lady judge, Jim? 

That's right. A Mrs. Richards is the J.P. over here new. 
Shucks, that don't sound so good. | | 
Why not, Jerry? Women are doing 2 bang-up job wherever 
they've replaced men... building ships and planes,: 
running a tractor, and ali. I don't see why Mrs. 

Richards won't make a mighty geed justice of the peace.. 
What great and abounding faith the man has! Ne wonder. 
the ladies and children end little puppy dogs all leve you, 
Jim. . 

(CHUCKLING} Well, any wey I'm willing to take my chances 

With Mrs. Riehards. She's a fine, capable woman, and f 
reckon the truth will prevail in this case teday. 
Shueks, I'll tet the defendant'll put up seme kind of 
hard luek stery and she'li fali for it. I'll just keep 

my fingers erossed if you don't mind. 

We'll see..That's the Richards’ place just up ahead, there, 
Jerry . | 
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Yeah?..Say, look at all the cars and wagons aroumd her heuse, 
Jim. Looks Like quite a tum-eut, huh? 

Yep. I guess a lot of the neighbore*a be interested in a 
brush~burning case Like this. 

Or in a new lady justice of the peace, huh? “ 

Have it your way. Stop here, Jerry. 

OT MOTOR OUT, DOOR OPENS ON HARD RAIN, THUNDER OFF 

Geliy, it’s sure coming down. (DOOR SLAMS SHUT) I kinda 


‘feel serry for those horses, that've gotta stand 


out in all this rain. 
Yeah. They're kinda teking a beating, aren't they. Let's 
go in, Jerry...» 


SOUND : STOMPING Gf PORCH 

MRS .RICHARDS : 
(OFF) Howly, Ranger. Come on in eut ef the wet. 

JIM: (CALLS) Morning, Mrs. Richards. | 

JERRY : (SOTO) There's our lady J.P., Jim. She sure don't ° 
show much judicial dignity, dees she? Leok, sleeves 
rolled up, she's got an apron om and.. 

JIM: (SOTTO) Never mind, Jerry..(RAISING VOICE) Hello, 
Mra. Riehards. Hope we're not late? 

MRS FR. Not a bit. Come in, if you san find any roem (CROW 


NOISE ON) I wasn't expecting 211 this crowd this morning. 


DOOR CLOSES, VOICES GREET BJIM AND JERRY) 
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25 CROWD MURMURS 


Well, I guess we can start the proceedings. No, wait = 

Tom Miller, you can get vid of that chew of tobseco in 

your mouth, please. This is a sourtroon this morning, 
maybe, but I've still got to live here afterwards. (CROWD 
LAUGHS) Thenk you, Tom. 

Leok, those horses outside, Mrs. Richards. I reskon they're 


“tied good? Some of en might bolt if this storm bears 


down any heavier. 

{GOOD HUMOREDLY) What're you tryin’ to de, Ranger? — 

Gain favor with the court by bein’ kind te dumb animals? 
(LAUGHS FROM CROWD) | 

I teks it, Matt Baker, that your horse is all right? 

XT ain't one for forgetting anything like that. 

Sure my horse is tied good. 

All Fight then. But anybody else who's a mind to cheek 
his horse is weleone to do so. {SLIGHT PAUSE) No? All wight, 
this court's in session..I might say at the beginning thet 
I've got some food cooking out in the kitehen and maybe I'll 


_ have te sali a short recess now and then to tend to it, | 
but I guess that won't affect my judgement in this case any. 


Now, I just want to have a look at these papers again and 


then wel iL get down to business. 


(SOTTO, THRU MURMUR) Maybe I shouldn't've mentioned the 
horses, at that, Jerry. 


(SOTTO) I amo, Jim. Nobody seemed to want to stir when you 


suggested it. Looks like their sympathy'’s with Matt Baker, 
ha? 
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MATT : 
MRS oR 


(SOTTO) Well, they're mostly 211 neighbors of his. 

ALL right. (CROWD OUT) Matt Beaker, you're charged with letting 
fire get away from some brush and you were purning in your 
north field and spread te the National Forest, burning 

some two acres of same before gaid fire was extinguished 

by the Rangers here. 

‘Weit @ minute. I helped the Rangers put that fire out.” 
That's to your favor, of course. But let me finish. Darages 
veprescnting the cost to the government for suppressing said 
fire somes to thirty-three dollars and fifty cents. 

I wouldn’t mow anything about thet, Your Honor. Doesn't 
gound like very much to worry about , though. 

Ité would seam to me that if ail ananees were considered, it 
would be much more than that. Little trees burning up that 
might've made good timber some day, big trees injured, soil 
demaged, taking the time of these Rangers to fight fire when 
they could've spent the game tine on important war work. .I 
shouldn't wonder but that thirty-three dollars and fifty 
cents was way under what the actual sost to Unele Sam's 

wer job comes te..anf because of a fire that I see you're 


inelined to turn up your nose about, Matt Baker. 


CROWD NOISE, THUNDER OFF 
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(SOTTO) Holy smokes, Gid you hear that, Jim? I hadn't 
theught about the war angle. 
(SOTTO) Her boy, Jimmy, he's in the thick of the fighting, 
80 I guess she knows semething about war, all right. 

Well, Matt? Whet've you got to say about all this? 

Ave you guilty as charged or not guilty? 

Wel1, I told the Ranger I'd eome up here and pliead guilty | 


and throw myself at the merey of the court, "cause maybe 
my brush burning did start the woods afires; but now, seein’ 
how things are, I'm not 80 sure, your Honor, that it was | 
my brush fire that got away “after ali. Coulda been | 
somebody passing by my field, flipping a match down or. » 
Hey, that couldn't be! | 
Hold it, Jerry. 4 
Let him speak, Ranger. This court's informal. } 
Your Honor, we forma signs, right on the groumd, where the 
fire had burned along from Me. Baker's brush pile te the 
woods. He saw that himself. And that’s why he decided 

to plead puilty. | 

What about . that » Matt? 

Well, it looked like he says but, shucks, what was to prevent 
somebody wantin’ to do me a meanness spresding the fire 

| that way? 4 | 

MRS oR: 4 ‘t take 1%, then, that you didn't stay by your ws 
“beush-burning all the time? 
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No ma‘am. It was just a little brush I was burnin’. A 
farmer's got other things to ‘tend to these days. You 
oughta mow that yourself. 

fud you didn't even make sure the fire wouldn't get away? 
You've just about admitted you didn't plow or clear 

eny line "tween your brush fire and the woods, ‘sause 
you saw hew the fire ran to the woods. 


Look here, I’ve been burning brush fer more'n twenty years 


and no fire of mine ever got away. 

MRS oft $ Hem-m. And why didn’t you think about all that when you and 
the Ranger talked this thing over at the fire? When you 
decided to come before me? 

MATT : Aw, now look, your honor. (THUNDER OFF) I've been burning 
brush for twenty years, like I said. I wouldn't forget 2 
little thing like seeing that my fire was safe. 

CROWD MURMUR, THUNDER OFF, RAIN UP 

HRS oR: Just a minute. What's that I smell? Good heavens, it's my 

beans ..Court'’s recessed a minute, gentlemen. (GOING OFF) 


Be right back. - 
MATT : (CHUCELING) Say, this 1s kinda fum at that, ain't it, Ranger? 
Our lady justice, she don't know where she's at now, huh? 
JIM: This isn't ea bit funy to me, Matt. I'm sorry I had to make 
123 & ease out of it, but you mow yourself that fire.. 


> 2h SOUND : OF THUNDER AND CLAP OF LIGHTNING CLOSE BY, FOLLOWED BY SOUP 
| OF SPLINTERING AND CLATTER OF HOOVES GOING OFF FAST | 
Golly, that was ciose! 

Semebody's horse broke loose, didn't it? 
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Yeah, and a wagen's busted to beot. Sounied Like it | 

was aromd back, I'd say. 

Hey! My rig"s out back. 

(COMING ON) Not any more, it isn’t, Matt Baker. Your horse 
end what's left of your wagon are headed for heme. I saw 


it out the kitehen window..You didn’t even tie your horse, 


a - did you, Matt? ; 

1 MATT : Shucks, I've never known him to run off in any rainstorm. 

2) h I thought he'd be safe standing there alomeside the kitehen. 
{ r JIM: Just like you thought your brush fire was sefe when you left 
ae it, huh Matt? 

| 9 MATT : You gotta recess this court, Mrs. Richards. I gota go 

a find that dogeoned horse ‘fore he breaks a leg or semethin’. 
Iy| MRS Rs In 2 minute, Matt. It won't take a minute to wind up 

" ‘“ matters here now..so you don’t forget anything as simple 

a 6 


as tlieing up 2 horse, huh? Well, iooks like somebody in 

& Higher Court has passed judgement on you, Matt Bakor, 
pleein’ a liphtning bolt just close eneugh to ore your 
evidence was ali wrong. 

Yes, Ma-am? . 

I'm findin’ you guilty of the charge, Matt. And I'm fining 
you the full damages I told you sbout before plus four 
deliars court costs, put seein’ as how you've suffered 
wagon demage too, on aseount of this fire, I'm suspending 
the fine and court costs whieh eome to thirty-seven dollars 


and fifty ecents..on condition.. 
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Hey, wait, Mra. Richards.. 


. 


Quiet, Jerry. 
O condition you take that thirty-seven dollars and fifty 

cents and go buy a fifty-deller war bond. Maybe that'll 

make up im part for the damage ‘your five did to the war job. 
Well, that's my judgement.. 


CROW APPLAUDS 


JERRY : 


ANNOUNCER : 


I take it baek, Jim. Every word I said about our Lady 
Justiee of the Pones, Golly, old Solomon was a piker 
eompared to Mrs. Richards. 

Look, she's even got Matt Baker grinning at her decision. . 
Cane on, Jerry. Let's help Mett find his horse and 


what's Left of his wagon, huh?’ 


|‘ MUSICAL FINALE } — 


Uneie Sam's Fervest Rangers comes to you sach week during i 
the National Farm and Home Hour as s network presentation : 
with the co-operation of the Forest Service, United. 
States Department of Agriculture. | 
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